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Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting: 
A under-recognized form of 
gender-based violence in the 

United States

Agenda

● Overview of FGM/C
● History of the U.S. movement
● Connection to broader gender-based violence work
● Resources for Service Providers
● Q&A

Funding provided by Grant #90EV0430 from the Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Family and Youth Services Bureau, U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services. Its contents are solely the responsibility of the author(s) and do not represent the official views of the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services.

Webinar services provided by the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges. The opinions, findings, conclusions, and recommendations are 
those of the presenter(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges.
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Speakers

Mariya Taher, MSW, MFA, 
Sahiyo Cofounder & U.S. 
Executive Director

Dr. Ghada Khan, MPH, 
DrPH 
Network Coordinator, 
U.S. End FGM/C Network 

Shirley Luo
Asian Pacific Institute on 
Gender-Based Violence

Overview of FGM/C
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How many people know someone 
who has experienced FGM/C? 

What is FGM/C?
Female genital mutilation/cutting (FGM/C) comprises all procedures that 
involve partial or total removal of the external female genitalia, or other injury 
to the female genital organs for non-medical reasons.

https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/female-genital-mutilation
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Photo @ 
https://i0.wp.com/obgynkey.com/wp-
content/uploads/2016/06/B978141605682
9500767_fx1.jpg?fit=650%2C623&ssl=1

http://bit.ly/AishaAwakening
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After Effects

Short-term:
● severe pain
● bleeding/hemorrhage 
● shock
● infection
● urinary tract infections

Long-term:
● menstruation problems
● fistula
● psychological harm
● birth complications
● sexual dysfunction

http://bit.ly/ReneeVoice
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After Effects

Mental health
● Poor sleep
● Fatigue
● Generalized Body Pain
● Limitations in daily activities
● Poor self perceived well being
● Altered HPA axis- long term effects?
● Altered sexual function

http://bit.ly/loss_tasneem
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Why is it performed?

• Curb sexual desire and prevent promiscuous behavior
• Religion
• Culture
• Tradition  
• Marriageability 
• Cleanliness and purity, to aid religious piety
• Enhance sexual pleasure 

http://bit.ly/SeverinaATradition
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theahafoundation.org

FGC In the 
United States 

Population Reference Bureau 2013 Data
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History of U.S. Movement

Have you heard about anti-
FGM/C work in the U.S?
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US End FGM/C Network & Partners End Violence Against Girl: Summit on FGM/C Report 2017
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theahafoundation.org
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http://bit.ly/DayinSeattle

Myths & Misconceptions

● FGM/C is one standard procedure and all women experience the 
same consequences

● FGM/C only happens in African communities
● FGM/C doesn’t happen in the U.S.
● FGM/C can be safe by being medicalized 
● Girls and women choose to undergo FGM/C
● FGM/C has been criminalized in all U.S. States 
● FGM/C is a religious or cultural issue and we should not condemn it



14

Connecting to broader 
gender-based violence 

work

What connections do you see 
between FGM/C and other forms of 

gender-based violence (i.e. 
domestic violence, sexual assault, 

etc.)
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https://bit.ly/saza_innocuous

Resources for Service 
Providers
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Covid-19 and FGM: Lessons learned from Ebola
Source: UNICEF Technical Note on COVID19

Resources

● US End FGM/C Network 
● An Educational Toolkit to Empower Survivors
● Female Genital Trauma: Guidelines for Working Therapeutically with 

Survivors of Female Genital Mutilation
● Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting (FGM/C) – A Visual Reference and 

Learning Tool for Health Care Professionals (Booklet)
● Obstetric Care for Women Affected by Female Genital Cutting

○ And many more……..



17

Q & A 

http://bit.ly/free_anon
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http://bit.ly/MaryahADaughtersQuestions

Contact Information
● Shirley Luo - sluo@api-gbv.org
● Mariya Taher - Mariya@Sahiyo.com
● Ghada Khan - ghada@endfgmnetwork.org


